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Welcome to the Jackson Library! This guide will give you a quick overview of the library and tell 
you where you can find more information. 

There has been a library at Exeter College since the foundation of the college in 1314. The current gothic library 

building was designed in 1857 by George Gilbert Scott and extensively refurbished in 2023.  

You can find the library , known as the Jackson Library,  in the Fellows’ Garden on the Turl Street site. It is open to 

readers 24/7 and you can access the building by swiping your card at the library door.  All members of Exeter 

College can use the library to borrow books and as a study space.  

Using the library  

You can borrow up to twenty books at a time. The loan 
period is two weeks for undergraduates, the whole 
term for postgraduates and students registered with a 
disability. Books can be renewed up to five times, either 
by logging into your library account on SOLO  or using 
the self-service kiosk in the library. A reminder email is 
sent the day before books are due back.  

Libraries in Oxford  

You are able to  use Exeter’s Jackson Library, the 
Bodleian Library, and the faculty libraries (also known 
collectively as the Bodleian Libraries). You will not 
normally be allowed to use another college’s library, 
and likewise members of another college are not 
allowed in Exeter’s library. Please ensure you return 
books to the same library you borrowed them from.  

Useful links and resources 

SOLO, Oxford’s online 
library catalogue:  

https://solo.bodleian.ox.
ac.uk/ 

 

The Bodleian’s library 
guides, which cover many 
aspects of using Oxford’s 
libraries: 
https://www.bodleian.ox.
ac.uk/ask/how -to-guides 
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Finding books in the library  

Use the library catalogue (SOLO) to find the shelfmark for the book you need. You can use the ‘Search 

Everything’ dropdown menu at the end of the search bar to The references on SOLO will look something like 

this: 

 

The code beginning ‘DA125’ is what you need to find the books within the library. Use the library floorplans and 

shelf signage to locate the area you are looking for. If the book is marked as ‘Oversize’, it will be in the 

Oversize section next to the library enquiry desk. If you can’t find the section you are looking for, please ask a 

member of staff – we are very happy to help!  

Classification scheme   

The library is arranged using a classification 
scheme called Library of Congress,  which uses a 
combination of letters and numbers to arrange 
books by subject.  

For information about how to find books using 
Library of Congress Classification, see this guide 
from the Bodleian’s English Faculty Library, which 
uses the same scheme:  

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/findingeflitems
/libraryofcongress 

Support from the library 

We are  here to help! Whether you are having trouble 
finding the books on your reading list, don’t understand 
referencing, or need extra support to get the books you 
need, get in touch and we will do our best to help out.  

General enquiries 
library@exeter.ox.ac.uk 

01865 279657 

College Librarian 
Stephanie Wales  

stephanie.wales@exeter.ox.ac.uk 

For enquiries relating to new book purchases and special 

collections 

Deputy Librarian 
Abi Chaney  

abi.chaney@exeter.ox.ac.uk 

For help with general library related questions – finding 

books, managing your loa ns, etc. 
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